FLEGGBURGH PARISH COUNCIL

Serving Fleggburgh, Billockby & Clippesby

MINUTES of the Parish Council Meeting held in the Village Hall on 

Thursday, 21st January 2016 at 7.30pm

Present:
 

 Frank Brown - Chairman      Jennifer Colman – Parish Clerk


 David Woollard, Leigh Tibbenham, Barry Hall, Richard Sewell, Helen Scott, Rachael Tait

 

Apologies:   

County Councillor Michael Carttiss, Borough Councillor Haydn Thirtle




Councillor Jonathan Roper, PC Dick Cook

The Chairman opened the meeting at 7.30pm and welcomed 22 members of the public and thanked them for attending the meeting. 

Public Discussion:
The Chairman advised the members of public that they were only allotted 10 minutes to speak at the beginning of the meeting and that they should elect a spokesperson to speak on their behalf. One stood up and complained that 10 minutes was not long enough and that he knew of no other Council that did this. He had visited most of the houses in Fleggburgh with a petition to sign and the majority are not happy with the planning application for 19 dwellings and stated the Parish Council should have highlighted more problems within the village when they objected to this application. He also wanted to see a copy of the Parish Council Standing Orders. This was agreed. Another complained about the footway near the King’s Arms and cars parking on St Margaret’s Way. At 7.40 Richard Jordan, Chairman of the Village Hall Committee stated that he wanted to speak about the car park that is in need of repair. The Chairman advised that this was itemised on the Agenda and he would be invited to speak during the discussion later. A member of public then asked the Chairman if Fleggburgh Parish Council will represent the objectors if there is a GYBC Planning Meeting and he replied it would be better for the Borough Councillor to attend on their behalf and that there would be only 3 minutes to address that Council. It was then asked if the village school could cope with extra children and David Woollard said they would welcome them. There was then a complaint about the Parish Council website, which they stated was not up to date. At 7.55pm 2 members of the public left the meeting.

Declaration of Interest:
None

Minutes:
The Minutes of the meeting held on 19th November 2015 had been circulated and taken as read. Barry Hall proposed they be signed by the Chairman as a true record and Helen Scott seconded. All were in favour.


The Minutes of the emergency meeting held on 21st December 2015 had been circulated and taken as read. David Woollard proposed they be signed by the Chairman as a true record and Barry Hall seconded. All were in favour.

Matters Arising:
a) Pothole in Marsh Road has been repaired.

b) The tree adjacent the surgery has no leaves so does not obstruct the light at present. 

c) Tower Road gullies have been cleared by Highways. 

d) Tower Road sign has been replaced. Ruggs Lane sign Helen Scott will check. 

Police:
PC Dick Cook was unable to attend due to a short notice commitment, but sent an email report, which the Chairman read out:  Police issues within the parish remain quiet. There have been 20 calls for service from within the parish since your last meeting and two reported crimes.  There appear to be no emerging issues. I am pleased to say that the Road Casualty Reduction Team have contacted me asking for locations for where their speed detection work can be carried out, and following my discussion with the Chairman I have suggested Rollesby Road and Main Road, Fleggburgh” 

Rachael Tait stated there had been another accident on Saturday 16th on Rollesby Road and offered that the RCR team could stand in her drive. The Chairman thanked her but said they needed to be where they can see both ways on the road.  

Councillor Vacancy:
There had been one application for the vacancy, Mrs Jean Lindsay. It was proposed that Jean be elected to represent Clippesby by Helen Scott and seconded by David Woollard. All were in favour.  The Clerk asked her to sign the Declaration of Acceptance of Office and counter signed.

Footpaths:
a) Warden. At the Meeting on 19th November Helen Scott volunteered to become Footpath Warden, but not Dog Warden. That Helen Scott should become the Footpath Warden was proposed by Barry Hall and seconded by David Woollard. All were in favour. The Clerk handed over copies of the plans of the Parish footpaths and related paperwork. Helen stated that since the last meeting she had walked all the footpaths in the Parish, but not the Muck Fleet. All paths are muddy, but passable. She added that if a footpath has been cropped, to walk across it where the path should be. Barry Hall stated he spoke again with the landowner regarding this matter. Helen then asked the Council if David Miller is still the Parish Dog Warden. It was agreed he was elected a few years ago and remains so. Helen said she would advise him.

b) Footpath maps. The Clerk said she had tried to get a copy of the plastic sign showing walks around Fleggburgh, as requested, but was told this was made many years ago and the graphics are no longer available.  Helen Scott said she had taken a photograph of the sign and was able to use that.

c) Letters re Clippesby footpaths had all been seen by Helen Scott and dealt with.

d) Tower Road hedging. These had previously been cut back by Ropers and paid for by Tredwell Developments during building works, but would now be the householders’ responsibility.  It was suggested that the Clerk write a letter reminding them and Barry Hall offered to deliver them. It was further suggested that the Chairman contact Tredwell or their estate agent to obtain the names & addresses of those houses backing onto Tower Road.

A further item was discussed: Barry Hall said the hedge on the corner of Town Road and Rollesby Road is very overgrown and obstructs the footway. David Woollard said, and Barry Hall agreed the hedge needs more than a trim, but needs cutting back about 3 feet. Helen Scott stated that in the past GYBC had cut this hedge on behalf of the owner. It was agreed the Chairman should write a letter requesting it be cut.

Planning Applications:
a)   Change of use for riding arena – High House Billockby. No decision to date.

b) Extensions & Alterations – Broiler Farm Mill Lane. Approved.  The Chairman said the Parish Council had objected to this application as without Change of Use being obtained first, this dwelling could become domestic and it would be difficult to stop more development on Mill Lane.

c) 5 dwellings – Church View. Withdrawn

d) 19 dwellings – Tower Road/Rollesby Road. No decision to date.

e) 5 dwellings – White Gates Main Road. No decision to date.

Finance:
It was agreed to swap item a) and b) to enable the Village Hall Chairman, Richard Jordan to speak and leave the meeting.

b) Village Hall Car Park.  Richard Jordan updated the Council with regard to the necessary repairs that were quoted to be £7,632 including VAT. There was a lengthy discussion regarding this matter. The Chairman proposed that the Parish Council give £3,000 plus VAT towards the costs. Jean Lindsay suggested they apply for Community Funding first and the Chairman requested she asks her contact for Grants to contact the Village Hall Chairman. Richard Jordan said they could pay £2,000 which includes the £1,000 donation received from Tredwell Development so £3,000 was not enough.  He said they had tried hard to raise funds from various sources, but running costs alone were very expensive.  It was then suggested by the Chairman to give £4,000 plus VAT if they can wait until June 2016. Richard Jordan agreed and said they could raise £2,000. It was proposed by David Woollard and seconded by Barry Hall and unanimously agreed, to pay the Village Hall Committee that sum if the money were available in June.

At 8.50 Richard Jordan and 4 members of the Village Hall Committee left the meeting.

a) Investment monies – Councillor Sewell update. The current Investment monies agreement is due to expire on 16th March 2016. The interest rate is presently .8% but he won’t know the future interest rate till the day. It was proposed by Helen Scott that the Investment monies be re-invested by Councillor Sewell and was seconded by Barry Hall. It was unanimously agreed. Barry Hall then said that Richard Sewell had done very well with this up to now and it was unanimously agreed to give thanks for his efforts.

c) Cheque for Mazars – External Audit  £150.00

d) Cheque for Clerk’s salary (Oct to Dec 2015) £477.50 plus £5.57 for plans copies £483.07


e) Cheque for Berrymans (recycling collection) £7.38

At 8.55 the remaining members of public leave the meeting


Correspondence:
a) 
Administrators of BCR Global had written to advise they were in liquidation. A discussion followed regarding the textile bin, it’s contents and the bags around it, but agreed that a notice must be placed on it to say not is use.

b) Public Rights of Way. An email had been received by the Clerk from NCC regarding deposits made by landowners to NCC under this legislation and had been circulated to all Councillors.

c) Parking on St Margaret’s Way. A resident on St Margaret’s Way had complained of the lack of parking space available, The Chairman had advised there was nothing the Parish Council could do. Haydn Thirtle had also been contacted by, and visited this resident and also advised there is nothing to be done. Both emails were copied to the Councillors.

Any Other Business:

The Council cannot lawfully decide anything that is raised under this item and are only matters for consideration at a future meeting.


a)
Rachel Tait said could there not be an email for Parishioners to find out what is happening in the Parish. The Clerk stated it was possible to email comments/queries via the Parish website. She also suggested there should be a Development Plan and knew someone who could compile it and would be prepared to give a talk to the Council. 

b)
Jean Lindsay asked if she could have the Clippesby village sign removed, as it is very dilapidated.  It was unanimously agreed.


.

There were no other matters to discuss and the Meeting ended at
9.30pm







Signed........................................................
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