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Minutes of the Meeting of Fleggburgh Parish Council held remotely on  

Thursday 15th October 2020 at 7:30pm. 
 
Present: June Pratt, Chairman 
 Frank Brown 
 Fran Dockerty 
 Jonathan Roper  
 Richard Sewell 
 Keith Osborne 
 Shaun Hacon 
 Andrew Peake 
 Jimmy Miller, Clerk 
 
Also present:  Haydn Thirtle, Adrian Thompson and members of the public. 
 
Before the meeting, the Clerk informed everyone at the meeting that it was being recorded. 
 
1 Public forum 
Glen Holmes of Middleton & George Ltd, agents for Mr Kelly who owns the poplar tree in Tretts 
Lane, spoke in connection with item 15. 
 
Mr Holmes said that the north side of the tree is on the edge of a drainage ditch. Having been 
agents for four new houses being built on Rollesby Road, he could advise that the natural flow 
of surface water from that section of Rollesby Road is to that drainage ditch. Leaves from the 
poplar tree could restrict the flow of the surface water at this road junction. Also, in that narrow 
section of Tretts Lane there is a gravity sewer going down the Lane to the pumping station. 
Returning from the pumping station is a rising main which is a pump sewer. 
 
Mr Kelly will plant new oak trees or beech trees as part of the new development. 
 
2 To receive and approve apologies for absence 
None 
 

3 Declarations of interest for items and applications for dispensations 
None. 
 
4 To approve the minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 10th September 2020 

Cllr Osborne proposed that the minutes be accepted; Cllr Brown seconded. Unanimous vote in 
favour. 
 
5 To approve the minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 17th September 2020 
Cllr Roper proposed that the minutes be accepted; Cllr Sewell seconded. Unanimous vote in 
favour. 
 
6 To receive and note the Clerk’s monthly report 
Cllr Osborne asked if the legal issues which were ongoing in September and October were ongoing 
or closed. Clerk confirmed that they were ongoing. 
 
7 Planning 
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a) Applications received 
None 

 
(b) Applications received since 9th October 2020 
None 
 
(c) Planning decisions 
None 
 
 

(d) Planning Decisions received since 9th October 2020 
None 
 
8 Correspondence 
Cllr Osborne asked if FPC’s complaints procedure had been followed. Clerk said that, because of 
GDPR, he’d advised the parishioner to complain about the councillor to GYBC.  
 
Cllr Pratt said that her understanding is that if a complaint is made against a councillor it is dealt with 
by GYBC. Cllr Peake said that that was contrary to FPC policy. Cllr Brown suggested that everyone get 
on with the meeting. Clerk said that he felt that the best way with the complaint to be dealt with 
was for GYBC to deal with it. Cllr Peake said that FPC’s adopted policies were not being followed. Cllr 
Pratt replied that Cllr Peake wasn’t following many of FPC’s policies himself. 
 
Cllr Brown swore; Cllr Peake asked him if he’d like to apologise and Cllr Brown apologised for 
swearing but not for what he said. Cllr Brown said that he couldn’t see what Cllrs Peake and Osborne 
had ever done for the Parish. 
 
Cllrs Osborne and Dockerty asked for the complaints procedure to be put on the agenda for next 
month. 
 
9 Finance 

a) To note Bank Reconciliations  
b) To note Accounts 
c) To approve items for payment: 
 

J. Miller Salary for October 2020 £247.28 

J. Miller Overtime for October 2020 £140.50 

J. Miller Home office for October 2020 £10.00 

Barriers Direct Barrier and gate for Village Hall £4,237.07 

 
Cllr Dockerty said that FPC had agreed to pay half of the cost of the gate and barrier 
which would have meant paying £2,000. Clerk stated that some of the figure was VAT 
and that when this was taken off, the cost of the gate and barrier is less than £4,000. 
Clerk had received a cheque from the Village Hall committee for their contribution. Cllr 
Dockerty wanted to see a record of the other quotes that the Village Hall committee had 
obtained. Cllr Osborne asked Cllr Hacon if he’d seen the three quotes. Cllr Hacon said 
that three quotes had been presented to the Village Hall Committee. 
 
Cllr Brown said that people were talking about technicalities. Cllr Osborne asked who is 
paying for the installation. Cllr Pratt said that the Village Hall Committee would be 
sorting out installation. 
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Cllr Pratt said that she was disappointed that when FPC are trying to do something for 
the Parish there are people trying to disrupt this work. She said that the Village Hall is an 
asset and that all FPC get is difficulties from certain people and that this is appalling. She 
said that if parishioners are listening to this, she would hope that they were as 
dissatisfied as she is because she thought it was a shame that FPC couldn’t just support 
the Village Hall, a community asset, without this disruption.  
 
Cllr Roper said that this had already been approved at a previous meeting. He said he 
couldn’t believe that Cllr Peake would want to make things so difficult for the Parish and 
for something which will benefit the Parish. He said that he felt that Cllr Peake talks 
about openness and transparency, which is what this meeting is all about, and all Cllr 
Peake is trying to do is disrupt the meeting.  
 
Cllr Sewell proposed that payments be approved; this was seconded by Cllr Brown. 
Majority vote in favour of approving payments with one councillor voting against. 
 
Cllr Peake asked what the overtime was that the Clerk had submitted. The Clerk 
explained what the overtime was for and Cllr Peake began laughing. The Clerk asked the 
Chairman to ask Cllr Peake to behave and to control himself. Cllr Pratt asked Cllr Peake 
to behave and said that if he did not she would ask him to leave the room. She said that 
his behaviour was unacceptable and embarrassing.  
 
Regarding the accounts, Cllr Osborne asked why only £2,000 had been received towards 
the feasibility study for the crossing over the A1064. Clerk said that NCC had been very 
slow transferring the money to FPC but that he’d contacted them again and expected 
the money to enter FPC’s account soon. 
 
d) To approve payment of invoices received since 9th October 2020 

 
Clerk had received an e-mail from Jean Lindsay regarding payment for cutting of grass at 
Clippesby Church and this would be included on next month’s agenda. 

 
 

e) Re-investment of money into a higher interest account 
 
Nothing was said regarding re-investing money into a higher interest account 
 

Cllr Brown proposed accepting the accounts and bank reconciliation; Cllr Osborne seconded. 
Majority vote in favour with one abstention. 

 
10 Vote of no confidence in Fleggburgh Parish Council 
Cllr Peake described FPC as unelected, untrained, disengaged and inefficient. He said that 
independent qualified observers described FPC as guilty of institutional systematic failure, Mason-
like, full of idiots, unsupportive, failing, dysfunctional and out of control. He proposed a vote of no 
confidence in FPC.  
 
Cllr Pratt asked if there was a seconder; none was forthcoming. 
 
Cllr Brown said that it sounded like Cllr Peake was talking about himself.  
 
Cllr Pratt asked each councillor for their opinion on this.  
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Cllr Osborne wanted FPC to do things 100% correct with regard to adopted documents and 
procedures. He said there were poor communications. He said the fact that parish councillors voted 
to stop e-mails between themselves had had a detrimental effect. He said that there were too many 
examples of big errors in the accounts and decision making at FPC. 
 
Cllr Pratt said that Cllr Osborne sometimes broke the rules. Cllr Osborne said that he was not aware 
of this. 
 
Cllr Dockerty said that better communication was required at FPC. 
 
Cllr Pratt read out the following statement regarding what FPC had achieved in the last two years: 
 
Replaced the fencing around the Playground area beside the Village Hall. The Parish Council have 

listened to the Parishioners concerns regarding the safety of children running out of the playground 

onto the car park near the main road. We also have tried to update some of this play equipment but 

was unsuccessful earlier this year, but we will be reapplying later this year. 

The War Memorial has been refurbished funded by the generosity of a Parish Councillor. 

Fleggburgh Parish Council are taking part in the Neighbourhood Development Plan which is 

capturing the views of our Parishioners, and in response we are working hard to accommodate 

requests. 

Dog Poo Bins purchased after concerns highlighted on NDP that the mess was not being cleared up 

when walking dogs around the footpaths. 

Fleggburgh Parish Council Noticeboard has been refurbished at no cost to the Parish. 

Cllr Hacon has repaired stiles on footpaths at no cost to the Parish. Also, FPC is trying to get a bike 

lane between Billockby and Acle Bridge which is ongoing.  

Litter picking cleaning up the villages.  A team of volunteers now take part in clearing up the litter. 

BC Adrian Thompson has donated bulbs which have been planted by a group of volunteers. 

Footpaths are cut and tidied. 

Grass cutting of the playing field and church graveyard and cemetery. 

SAM 2 sign jointly purchased with Filby PC to tackle the issue of speeding through the villages, and it 

has been voted to apply for another one for this PC supported by BC Thompson. Speeding in our 

villages has been identified as one of the main concerns of parishioners on the survey conducted 

through NDP. 

We have been granted 30 trees from the Woodlands Trust which will be planted later this year and it 

is hoped to invite the school to take part in the planting. 

We have supported the Nursery at Fleggburgh School by donating money to buy some waterproof 

clothes for the children to wear when learning and playing outdoors. 

The Bus Shelter has been tidied up by GYBC. 

FPC have requested white lines to be painted in the middle of roads and junction markers. 
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FPC are working well alongside the Village Hall Committee. We have voted to pay half the cost of the 

gate and a height barrier to protect our asset of the car park and Village Hall, thus preventing 

unwanted visitors staying overnight on this land. 

A big project we are undertaking is to get a pedestrian crossing on the main road (A1064) to enable 

safe crossing to the Village Hall, Playing Field and the School. We have committed for a survey to be 

conducted costing £3,500.00, at no cost to the parish, which must be completed by Highways before 

we can hopefully proceed any further. Due to Covid 19 this has been delayed but is ongoing. Again, 

thanks to the NDP this was identified by many that a crossing is essential for our safety. 

Over the last two years all of the above-mentioned things have been led by this Parish Council whilst 

under a lot of stress and continuous opposition and disruption from Cllr Peake. 

On behalf of FPC we thank BC Adrian Thompson for his support in helping us move forwards to 

achieve so much, and we will continue to do so. 

 
Cllr Roper echoed Cllr Pratt’s comments. He said that FPC had done their best under difficult 
circumstances including a pandemic. He said that Cllr Pratt was one of the best chairmen that FPC 
has had. 
 
Cllr Sewell agreed with Cllr Roper’s comments. 
 
Cllr Brown agreed with Cllr Pratt’s comments and said that there were one or two people on the 
Parish Council who only care about the rules and nothing else. 
 
Cllr Hacon said the following: 
 
Cllr Peake’s no confidence in FPC is ridiculous. I have no confidence in Andrew Peake as a councillor. 
He’s not working on behalf of the parishioners but seems to be on his own personal campaign 
against the PC. All the projects Cllr Pratt spoke about, I don’t think he’s been involved in any of them. 
He only seems to have a negative impact. He’s been warned about his conduct endless times, his 
disruptive behaviour, his lack of respect towards councillors and clerks, old and new. 
 
He’s now moved to social media to publicly criticise the PC, humiliating the Council and Clerk with 
over 80 malicious posts since March. He’s using Facebook as a platform to spread untruths, 
malicious allegations and harassment of people he should have a positive working relationship with. 
These posts show a lack of respect during this pandemic. Andrew prefers to spend his time and 
energy twisting information and facts to mislead people in believing his stories for his own malicious 
gain. This type of constant negativity has harmful effects on the PC’s good work and is dividing the 
community with rumours. 
 
His actions and allegations have also cost the Parish, the Borough and the Poors Trust vast amounts 
of money that could have been spent much more productively. 
 
Cllr Pratt asked Cllr Peake who the independent observers were that he mentioned. He replied that 
he would send Cllr Pratt an e-mail with their names on. 
 
Cllr Pratt said that, as there was no seconder for this motion, FPC would move on to the next agenda 
item. 
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11 Vacancy on Parish Council 
Cllr Pratt read out Alan Greenwood’s resignation letter: 
 
4 years ago I lost my sister to a massive heart attack, she was 3 years older than me. This became the 
catalyst to my requesting partial retirement from the agency, and in August last year I was granted 
partial to spend more time with the family. This year, May 17th, I lost my Brother to Covid 19, he was 
9 years younger than me, so I have decided to re-evaluate my life. 
 
I have spent the last couple of months waiting for the outcome of the complaint that Cllr Peake put in 
about me to the monitoring officer at the Borough so that I could not be accused of “running scared” 
of the outcome which you will receive soon, and as I have not been able to attend meetings for the 
last 3 months and before anyone puts another complaint in I have decided to resign from the Council 
with immediate effect. 
 
I do not feel that anyone should take the type of constant barracking and mud slinging that is going 
on from a certain quarter. It is unfortunate that someone who could be such an asset to the Parish 
has decided to cause so much trouble instead of supporting his fellow Parish Councillors. 
 
Cllr Pratt thanked Alan Greenwood for all his work as a parish councillor and asked if anyone would 
propose that we send a letter of thanks to him from the Parish Council. Cllr Dockerty proposed 
sending a letter and also asked that FPC send their condolences; Cllr Roper seconded this. There was 
a majority decision in favour of the motion with one person voting against. 
 
 
Cllr Peake asked about the investigation that Alan Greenwood was charged with involving finding 
out more about the Fleggburgh staithe. It was agreed to put this on the agenda in November. 
 
Cllr Pratt said that the Parish Councillor vacancy had been advertised by GYBC and only one person 
had expressed an interest, Jon Walshe. FPC could now co-opt. Cllr Pratt proposed that Jon Walshe 
be co-opted onto FPC; this was seconded by Cllr Dockerty. Unanimous decision in favour of Jon 
Walshe being co-opted into FPC. 
 
12 Vote for Vice-chairman and Assistant Chairman 
There was some discussion regarding the need for an assistant chairman and, at this time, it was 
decided not to create this position. 
 
Cllr Sewell proposed Cllr Brown as Vice-chairman; this was seconded by Cllr Roper. There was a 
majority decision in favour of this motion with two votes against.  
 
13 Employment committee 
Cllr Pratt had taken advice from NALC and the Monitoring Officer that two of the councillors who 
had offered to be on the employment committee cannot be on the committee. This left Cllrs Roper, 
Sewell and Brown as the only people who could be on the committee who had expressed an 
interest to be on the committee.  
 
Cllr Peake said that this was a shocking abuse of process and was laughing. Cllr Pratt said that Cllr 
Peake thinks everything is a joke. She said that he didn’t take this Parish Council seriously and that 
she found his behaviour very offensive. 
 
Cllr Peake said that complaints should be dealt with by the whole Council. Cllr Pratt said that she 
had taken advice. Cllr Peake argued that that advice was wrong. He said that Cllr Pratt’s 
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interpretation of that advice was wrong. Cllr Pratt said that she would not get into an argument with 
him. 
 
Cllr Pratt said that the three aforementioned councillors would be appointed to the committee. 
 
14 Footpath cutting 
Cllr Pratt proposed that Clerk send out invitations for quotes based on the same specifications as 
last year; seconded by Cllr Hacon. Majority in favour of motion with one vote against and Cllr Brown 
appeared to have lost his connection.  
 
15 Removal of TPO on poplar tree in Tretts Lane 
A motion to remove the TPO was proposed by Cllr Sewell and seconded by Cllr Brown. 
Unfortunately, the meeting was cut off during the vote on this motion so a decision was not made. 
 
 
All other agenda items after this were not dealt with due to the meeting running out of time. 
 
 
 
 
Date of next Parish Council meeting:  Thursday 19th November 2020 

 
 
Meeting closed at 8:55.  
 
 


